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Murder,

EETI Gadekar isall smiles when |
R meet her at Café Tartle at Greater

Kailash |, She hasreasonstobe,
HarperCollins India isset to publish her de-
bul book Faseilies ar Hom e, which was short-
listed for the inaugural Man Asian Literary
Prize last year.

V.K. Karthika of HarperCollins India, how-
ever, saysthe shortlist was not the réason they
snapped up the manuseript: “Gadekar's book
i first-rate fiction writien about things that
one readsin the paper everyday, She hasa
deep understanding of the cityand the wayit
works, Also, the novel’scharactersare from
the Delhi Police. not an institution that has
been touched upon before. She has not com-
promised on the character of the city and that
showsin her prose.” Fam ifies at Home beging
with the death of a gicl froma well-to-do fam-
ilyin Delhiand evolvesinto a fight for justice
asit turnsout that it wasnot asuicide,

Gadekar, 37, who has flown down from
Germany for correcting the
proof, describes her work
as i humourous crime
novel and says it was writ-
ten in résponse to the kind of detective fiction
beingchurned out in Europe. “The detective
is almost always someone above average, has
aslight drinking prablem, brooding and dis-
tant from people, bul detective fiction isnota
formulaic genre,” savs Gadekar, who hascho-
sen the police force to solve the crime, and
guestions the notion of justice or the lack of it
in the Capital. Her characters are real, funny
‘and wicked little people. and you can safely
add the book, which will be out early nest
month, to your summaerreading list. —
Anushrree Mapamdar



